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Good morning, Bethel Grace!  For reasons that I will not get into right now, I am bringing this 

morning’s message from the comfort of the Saltzmann home, as you can see.  I would much 

rather be with you in person but as circumstances have turned out, I am prerecording this 

morning’s message from the Word of God.   

 

As I do, Kristy is here too.  We have prayed that the message will come with power and clarity 

and with relevance, even though I am delivering it from something of an unusual setting.  But 

this is the Word of God, and I know that He has things that He wants us to hear and understand.  

So let’s pray, then we will dig into the Word of the Lord together. 

 

One of the great themes of literature and storytelling is that of the treasure hunt.  It is the idea 

that somewhere out there, whether it be at the bottom of the sea on the ocean floor or whether it 

be out in some distant cave or dark cavern, there is a treasure just waiting to be discovered. 

 

This idea of the treasure hunt doesn’t just remain in the storybooks though, does it?  Here in 

California, we remember the great goldrush of 1849.  I am a graduate of the California State 

University of Long Beach, and the mascot of that school is the 49ers.  That just recalls how 

hundreds of thousands of people came traveling across the United States, struggling across 

prairies and mountain ranges and all kinds of terrain and landscapes; struggling against all kinds 

of harsh weather, looking to strike it rich with a treasure of gold. 

 

This morning as we open up the Bible, we are given a treasure map.  We are told exactly where 

the motherload is found, going back to the 49ers.  We are directed to a treasure chest that is filled 

with all spiritual wisdom and knowledge for the assurance of our hearts and these riches are 

greater than all the wealth that the world could ever offer. 

 

This morning we see how our brother, a man of God named Paul, was reminding the church in  

Colossae where to find this treasure and he was laboring to help them stay focused on the 

treasure that had been found.  Paul was struggling because there are so many things that can 

distract us and lure us away. 

 

So let’s see what it has to say to us in Colossians Chapter 2 and Verses 1 through 5.  The Apostle 

Paul speaking to the Colossians and to all of us writes: 

 
1
For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at 

Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, 
2
that their hearts may be 

encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of 

understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, which is Christ, 
3
in whom are 

hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  
4
I say this in order that no one 
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may delude you with plausible arguments.  
5
For though I am absent in body, yet I 

am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith 

in Christ. 

 

Did you notice how in the middle of what we just read, Paul presented Christ as the treasure 

chest?  Paul spoke of God’s great mystery, and that mystery is Christ.  This is an abbreviation of 

what he just wrote in his time seconds ago, and what we read last week about God’s great 

mystery being Christ in you, the hope of glory.   

 

So Paul was speaking of the indwelling Christ; how Christ indwells within the hearts of those 

who believe in Him and how, by virtue of His indwelling, we are secure for a place in His 

Everlasting Kingdom Glorious Kingdom.   

 

Yet here Paul talked about how not only is there Christ in each follower of Christ, but Christ is 

the treasure chest because in Christ are hidden all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 

from the heart of God to us—this knowledge that leads to our salvation; this knowledge that 

leads to our new life and our everlasting life in Christ; this knowledge that leads to the assurance 

of God’s grace to sinners like us in Christ Jesus.   

 

Here in Jesus Himself, we have the treasures of all the knowledge that we need to be saved and 

to grow in the Lord, so that we don’t have to look elsewhere.   

 

Did you notice how here in this text Paul was struggling to get this point across to the 

Colossians?  He also spoke of the Laodiceans who were there with the Colossians in the Lycus 

Valley of modern day Turkey, Asia Minor then.  He said flat out right in Verse 1: 

 
1
For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at 

Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face 
 

Paul was just putting it out there very plainly—I want you to know what a great struggle I have 

for you.  That has been putting a smirk on my face all week long, because if we are really putting 

forth strenuous efforts to help somebody else, we kind of down play that a little bit.   

 

Christmas just passed and let’s say that you did manage to find somebody the perfect gift, a gift 

that was not on that lady’s list of lousy Christmas gifts that we talked about the after Christmas.  

Remember that?  Let’s say that you did find somebody the perfect gift.  After they open it, you 

are not going to say, “I want you to know that I was up in the middle of the night browsing 

through the internet and shopping.  I put forth such a strenuous effort to get this gift.”  That is not 

how we approach it,  

 

However, that is exactly what Paul was doing right here.  He said, “I want you to know how 

great a struggle—mega, aganos, in the Greek—to help you stay centered in Jesus.  That’s how 

important this is.”  He is talking about how he had this burden and this passion to help all of the 

people of God to always know that Christ is not only supreme, but He is sufficient.  In Christ we 

have all that we need. 
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As Paul talked about the struggle that he was putting forth, I would understand that this struggle 

involved two things—prayer and the Word, so it is prayer and encouragement in the truth.  We 

read later in Colossians 4:12 that the founding pastor of the church in Colossae named Epaphras, 

he was visiting Paul in Rome where Paul was under house arrest.  Paul said that Epaphras was 

always struggling for you in prayer.   

 

Those of you who are prayer warriors or seeking to be prayer warriors, you know that requires 

discipline and it is a struggle, but it yields such important results in our lives.  So they were 

struggling with prayer that power would be released from heaven, even to the tiny church in that 

declining city of Colossae. 

 

Also Paul was encouraging them with truth.  He was writing.  He was seeking to bolster them by 

reminding them of truths in written form.  Those of you who aim to write letters to people or 

write blogs with substance and precision and clarity, you know what a struggle writing can be.  

And Paul was saying, “I’m putting forth this effort for you because this is so vitally important. 

 

As we seek to keep ourselves with our attention on the treasure that we have in Christ, I want for 

us to probe through this passage.  This is going to yield important results in our life in Christ.  I 

want for us to think about this portion of Scripture under two questions.  The first question is: 

why was Paul struggling so greatly?   

 

The second question is:  what was Paul struggling for?  What did he want the Colossians and all 

Christians that hadn’t seen him face to face, that’s us by extension, to experience as a result of 

this struggle that he was putting forth?  So, why and what for. 

 

First: 

 

A. Why was Paul struggling so greatly? (v. 4) 

 

Let me put it like this before we read it in Verse 4.  Paul was struggling so greatly because he 

knew that this world is filled with spiritual pyrite.  Pyrite is the only mineral that I remember 

from Geology 101 back when I was in college.  There is another name for pyrite that you are 

probably more familiar with.  It is called “fool’s gold.”  It looks like gold.  It glitters like gold, 

but it is not gold.  This world is filled with pyrite, fool’s gold, in terms of spiritual knowledge.  

Paul said this. 

 

Why was Paul struggling so greatly?  Look again at what it says in Verse 4: 

 
4
I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments. 

 

That is Paul’s concern—that the entire landscape of this earth is filled with what he called 

plausible arguments.   

 

These are truth claims and various forms of moral persuasions that seem very compelling but in 

fact they are false.  Forms of thought abounding in the world around us that compel and draw us 

in but in the end, they are luring us away from Christ.   
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There are forms of falsehood filling the world that appeal to our thinking.  Paul was aware of 

this, so that is why he was struggling so much in prayer and in the ministry of the true doctrine of 

Christ and His salvation to keep people and their focus on the saving grace that is in Christ Jesus 

and the person of our Messiah—all of the Triune God. 

 

This gets to the heart of Paul’s purpose in writing this letter.  There was a church in Colossae.  It 

was solid.  They were doing well.  Paul had good things to say about this church, but at the same 

time, there was this form Jewish mysticism, this spirituality, that started in the Lycus Valley.  

Paul was also concerned about Laodicea. 

 

False teachers were coming in and what we basically gather from what we are going to read in 

Chapter 2 ahead of us is that they were trying to tell the church:  whatever you have in your 

belief in Jesus, we can take you further, for if you will just obey and pay close attention to the 

precepts of the Mosaic Law, and if you can pursue some angelic mediation, you can have visions 

that will cause your spirituality to explode with new vitality. 

 

They were leading people away from Christ to these other forms of spirituality and Paul said no, 

we cannot have this!  So Paul was struggling to help them to keep their eyes on the treasure chest 

that was already in their possession.  They did not need what these people were offering them.  

They had Christ. 

 

Likewise, in our day there are plausible arguments all over the place that entice but actually lead 

us away from Christ.  We must be so careful because the self-help and spirituality section of 

Barns and Noble Bookstore will have all of these compelling little nuggets, but they threaten  to 

lead you away from Christ.  We have Jesus.  We need to be focused on Him.  He is our all in all. 

 

These plausible arguments that would lead us away from the truths of Jesus, they come in so 

many different species and in so many different forms.   

 

It could be that somebody is trying to persuade you that whatever you believe about Jesus is 

okay, but you really shouldn’t understand Him to be the only way to be right with God.  There 

are other paths.  They may put forth reasoning that seem compelling.  These are the plausible 

arguments, the fool’s gold, that we are talking about because Jesus said, “I am the way.  I am the 

truth.  I am the light.  No one comes to the Father expect through me.” 

 

There might be other forms of plausible arguments in so many different areas to draw us away 

from the truth of what we read in Scripture.  We can think about how some may be offering 

arguments as to why the definition of marriage should be broadened to include more than what 

God has defined marriage to be—one man, one woman in a loving union that images forth Christ 

and His church.  You will hear plausible arguments about this.  The landscape is filled with 

plausible arguments in various forms.   
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In Paul’s day, spoken words were the primary way of influencing other people.  It was all about 

oratory.  In our day, we do have oratory as well.  We do have spoken words, but I think that most 

of the persuasions that would lead us away from Christ is not only through the spoken words of 

the lecture hall, but we are living in a vast, multimedia universe where movies and television 

series are produced, not only to entertain people but to shape your thinking and to bend your 

emotions.  We must always be looking for the fool’s gold, because it is everywhere, even in 

commercials. 

 

Super Bowl Sunday is coming up.  Everybody talks about the funny, awesome commercials on 

Super Bowl Sunday.  And, yes, I suppose that is the case.  Some of them are pretty classic.  

However, more and more it seems that business are not just seeking to advertise goods and 

services.  They are seeking to shape world views even in their commercials.  So we must remain 

discerning of truth claims that would lure us away from Christ and what Christ is making known 

to us. 

 

This is why Paul was struggling.  This is why we also need to engage in the struggle that would 

keep our heads in the Bible; that would keep our eyes on the pages of God’s Word; that would 

keep our ears open to sound doctrine, because these kinds of plausible arguments are all through 

the world.  This is why Paul was engaging in this struggle, and we need to go with that too. 

 

Let’s now go on to the next portion of this. 

 

B. What was Paul struggling for? (Vv. 2-3) 

 

What did Paul want to see happen in the experience of each local church that would fortify them 

in a world that is dimmed with false teaching everywhere?  What did he want them to 

experience?  That is what is laid out for us as we get into the heart of this text in Verses 2 and 3. 

 

I would have us see here in this text that Paul was struggling for three purposes.  He wanted to 

see three experiences in the heart of each Christian, three experiences for each local church to 

help keep our eyes on Jesus. 

 

First, what was Paul struggling for? 

 

1. He was laboring for encouraged hearts in the churches. 

 

He wanted hearts to be encouraged.  Did you see that?  Verses 1 and 2 again: 

 
1
For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at 

Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, 
2
that their hearts may be 

encouraged 
 

When the Bible speaks of your heart, it is rarely speaking of the vital organ inside of your chest 

that pumps blood.  It is basically talking about the immaterial part of you.  It is talking about the 

intellect, the emotions, and the volition of the human being.  So, it is talking about how and what 

we are thinking, how we are feeling, and how our thinking and our feelings affect the decisions 
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we make and the direction we are going in.  This is that inward part of us and Pual was saying, 

“For each Christian, I want them to be encouraged.  I want them to be uplifted in their hearts.”   

 

The will of the Lord is that your heart be encouraged.  Encouraged is a fantastic word.  This is 

something for us to really, really receive from the Lord with the Spriit’s help, because I’m going 

to level with you and let you know that in my experience coming alongside so many people, both 

in Christian leadership and in people living the Christian life, so many of us are living with 

heavy hearts. 

 

So many are discouraged, so we need to be trained by the grace of the Lord to be able to 

encourage one another in the faith with the grace of God and with the knowledge of what Jesus 

has done for us, because He loves us.  

 

Not only do we need to be able to point out to one another the great objective realities of the 

Christian faith that Christ died for us because He loves us; that He is with us, and that He is risen 

from grave and has secured eternity for us.  Those are the objective aspects that we need to be 

encouraging one another in, but also in the subjective aspects of the Christian life. 

 

We need to be able to encourage and point out to one another how we see God working in each 

other’s lives.  I think there are a lot of people that are deflated.  I know that we need to help each 

other in the battle against sin.  We need to be warning each other.  We all have blind spots and 

we need to give people permission to speak to our blind spots. 

 

However, don’t just go around pointing out sin in people’s lives.  You need to be just as able to 

point out how you seen God using them; that God is in fact gifting them; that God is using their 

lives to make a difference, because this puts wind in their sails. 

 

When we are living in a world that is filled with all of these plausible arguments that would lead 

us away, we need to see not only objective and awesome realities of what Christ has done for us, 

but how He is actually at work in our lives here and now.  

 

Have a quick and charitable eye to see the grace of God at work in your brothers and sisters, that 

you might encourage them and that their hearts might be lifted.  Can we pray that being a part of 

Bethel Grace would be an encouraging experience for those who are here?   

 

Paul was laboring for encouraged hearts.  Second, what else was Paul laboring for?  What was he 

striving for? 

 

2. He was laboring for loving unity in the churches. 

 

Did you see the language Paul used to describe that?   

 
1
For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at 

Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, 
2
that their hearts may be 

encouraged, being knit together in love 
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That is just a beautiful expression of unity in the church.  It’s like our lives are being weaved 

together as a single fabric as a family of believers.  It says here that love, that tender and vital 

concern that leads to practical, active service, is what holds us together.  Later Paul would write 

in Chapter 3 that all of these aspects of Christian character are held together by the belt of love. 

 

Here we see that this is imagery of relational unity in the church.  There are two very important 

aspects of unity in the church.  There is doctrinal unity, that we have the same mind; that we 

know the truth of who God is and what He has done in Christ.  Then there is relational unity too.  

Lives weaved together. 

 

Reading this, Bethel Grace, let’s pray that God would give us an eye for men and women, boys 

and girls, who might be on the fringes.  Let’s act upon the heart that God will give us for 

disconnected people.  Let’s have an eye for those who are on the margins, and ask the Lord to 

use you and then act upon God empowering you to pull them in, so that they too will be part of 

this fabric of love—this picture that through Paul, God is using to portray the local church.  

There is loving unity.  With a world filled with plausible arguments that would lead away from 

Christ, we need to be joined together in love.   

 

How can you move outside the circle of fellowship that you have been joined with, to maybe 

include some more people that they might be connected intimately in love?  This is language of 

intimacy.  We are in fact to share the challenges and the struggles that we face together.  This is 

loving intimacy that we see here. 

 

One way that we can go about pursuing increased depth in this intimacy is to use our prayer lives 

together in seeking to not only grow strong in the grace of God and in the ways of the Lord, but 

also to know how to help each other. 

 

Perhaps we need to be a little bit more bold and transparent in what we are sharing with people 

about what we are going through.  Maybe we are too cautious, too guarded.  I realize we need to 

share some of the deepest struggles with people that we know we can trust but even as we 

discover people we can trust, maybe we cover over things that we really need to be sharing with 

people. 

 

It is so easy in our time of sharing prayer requests to ask for prayer for Aunt Sally out in the 

Midwest that none of us know.  We are happy to pray for Aunt Sally, but she is not the only one 

we want to pray for.  We want to pray for you!  So what are you struggling with?  What is 

pulling you away.  What is enticing you away?  There is so many things in this world that can do 

this.   

 

What if you are struggling with envy?  What if you are fed up with the fact that your neighbor 

gets to drive a big and shinny Ford truck and you drive a jalopy?  Just say that you are battling 

this area of envy.  Or if you are going through a health struggle and wonder where the Lord is in 

this.  Maybe you are not understanding God’s presence in your heartache and body ache, share 

that with your brothers and sister, and let’s be willing to hear from one another! 
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Share these things so that it will be as described here that we will be knit together in love.  We 

are a single fabric and we need to share with one another that we can truly be knit together with 

love.   

 

Finally, what was Paul laboring for?  There is encouragement of heart, there is loving unity and 

Paul tells us that: 

 

3. He was laboring for full assurance in Christ. 

 

That they would know all that they had in the treasure, the treasure chest, Jesus in whom are all 

of the gems of God’s grace.   

 

Once again, Paul said, “I am struggling.  I have this great struggle so that everybody will stay 

focused.”  Verse 2: 

 
2
that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the 

riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery, 

which is Christ, 
3
in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 

 

Once again, Christ is the treasure chest and in Him are all of the truths that lead to hearts assured.  

An unassured heart can be living in turmoil.  The will of the Lord, the desire of God, is that we 

know that when Christ has us, we are set.  God wants us to know this. 

 

When Christ has us and when we are in Christ and He is in us, we are set for life.  We are not 

just set for life, we are set for eternity.  We are given eternal life, an inheritance that will never 

ever fade away.  So, it is as our attention is fixed on Jesus in whom all these treasures of 

knowledge of what God has done for us, that this assurance is going to rise up. 

 

This is so important because which of us does Satan not desire to devour?  If we belong to Jesus, 

Satan wants to chew us up and spit us out.  He has darts of doubt and despair that he is targeting 

the children of God with.  These are his tactics.  Doubt and discouragement.  He has more 

arrows, but these are two of his prominent ones. 

 

I wonder how many have heard lies whispered in your ears?  You think thoughts that are 

demonically inspired—God does not love you.  God does not really care about you.  God knows 

what is in your heart and you are too sinful for God to save.  You are too soiled to be one that the 

Holy God has any desire for.  You have gone too far.  God can’t use your life—these are lies 

from the pit of Hell.  Falsehoods! 

 

The Holy Spirit would have us gazing upon the treasure chest that is Jesus, all of these glorious, 

life-giving doctrines of truth that point us to what Christ has done.  In Christ, you are atoned for 

as you are trusting in Him.  You sin is washed away and you are pure and holy in God’s sight by 

the power of His shed blood. 
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The Holy Spirit would have you looking at this treasure chest.  In Christ you are chosen.  

Adopted.  He chose you knowing in advance every sin that you would ever commit.  This is the 

knowledge of God.  He is so gracious to us in Christ.  He points us to justification; how in Christ, 

we are not guilty.  But even better than that, we have righteous standing.  We are stamped 

“righteous in Jesus.” 

 

The Holy Spirit would have you exploring and admiring all of these jewels of wisdom and 

knowledge that comes in Christ, that Jesus knows you; that Jesus loves you; that Jesus upholds 

you; that Jesus has a heart that is filled with compassion for sinners and sufferers.  This is the 

treasure trove of truth that keeps us secure in His grace. 

 

Have you ever thought of the fact, child of God, follower of Christ, that God’s want you tob e 

assured?  Your assurance is an important matter to God, so He has filled the Word with all these 

truths that are given to us as we are at rest in Jesus Christ. 

 

Some say that to make sure you are saved, you need to be checking the fruitfulness of your life 

as evidence of your salvation.  I know that the Christian life bears fruit, but I’m not interested in 

looking to my fruitfulness as the evidence of my salvation.  Don’t look to yourself to discern 

whether your right with God or for your assurance of this.  Look to Jesus!  Don’t look to your 

own efforts.  Look to the efforts of Jesus on your behalf and take your rest in Him. 

 

You are not your assurance.  Jesus is your assurance.  Christ is the one who performs your 

salvation.  He did the work.  Just pray that God will fill your heart with faith that is living and 

resting in Jesus.  He is our treasure and He is the one in whom we stand. 

 

With this, brothers and sisters, I am going finish by reading where Paul went next, and where we 

are going to pick up next time around.  Colossians Chapter 2 and Verses 6 and 7: 

 
6
Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 

7
rooted and built 

up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 

thanksgiving. 

 

Let’s close in prayer. 

 


